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New Owner Pat Shields plans to improve the course and add an outdoor event center.

Yakima Man Purchases Century-Old
Lower Valley Golf Course In Toppenish

BY BOB KIRKPATRICK
Managing Editor

Pat Shields is the new owner of the
Mt. Adams Country Club Golf Course in
Toppenish. Shields purchased the Par 72
course established in 1926 on Rocky Ford
Road for $1.7 million. The deal closed
on Jan. 17.

Shields is a former co-owner of Shields
Bag and Printing in Yakima.

“My dad started the business and my sister,
and I were co-president and CEOs. We sold
it in 2018,” Shields said. “T actually retired
from the business in 2013 wanting to do my
own thing. I started an industrial packing

Cottage Hill Place, a new $5
million permanent supportive
housing complex on Folsom
Ave. in Yakima that opened in
February, is transforming lives

distribution business in Yakima, and it
exceeded anything I ever dreamed of. [ still
own the three companies, Lean Pack, Core
Pack and Mer Pack.”

It’s his first time owning a golf course, and
he has big plans to make it a thriving business.

“We're making a lot of changes in hopes of
creating a place people not only want to come
here to golf, but also a venue people will want
to come to enjoy a nice evening out,” Shields
said. “We’re remodeling the clubhouse, hiring
an executive chef and building a lovely
patio so people can enjoy a romantic dining
experience.”

New owner Ashley Sampson plans to
bring back open mic night and will retain
Mark and Teresa Shervey'’s daughter
Megan as manager of MAK Daddy West on
Summitview.

MAK Daddy’s
Specialty Coffee
Roastery And Café
Changes Hands

BY DEBRA YERGEN
Contributing Writer

Ashley Sampson is the new owner of
MAK Daddy Coffee. Sampson, a local
barista, described the acquisition as a
dream come true.

“This is what I always wanted,”
Sampson said. “My aunt loved the
art of making coffee and passed that
down to me.”

Sampson worked in a coffee shop her
aunt managed in the Seattle area after
school when she was 14. She has worked

SEE GOLF COURSE ON 3A

SEE MAK DADDY ON 12A

Justice Housing Addresses Chronic Homeless

BY SHELBY MOORE
Contributing Writer
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and the neighborhood by offering
stability and hope to some of the
city’s most vulnerable residents.
Developed by the nonprofit
Justice Housing Yakima, the
16-unit community represents
a critical step in addressing
chronic homelessness.

“This is the model our
community — and communities
across the country — should
follow,” said Jennifer Schlenske,
executive director of Justice

The housing units were designed with shared walls, to give residents a
sense of connectedness, instead of isolation.

Housing Yakima. “Permanent
supportive housing is the most
evidence-based, cost-effective,
and compassionate approach to
ending homelessness.”

The project, partially financed

by the Washington Department
of Commerce Housing Trust
Fund, sits on the former
Bauers Greenhouse site. An

SEE JUSTICE HOUSING ON 9A
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Justice Housing
Continued from page 1A

additional 17th unit houses the
onsite supervisor, who also has
experienced homelessness.

Permanent supportive housing
(PSH) is a legally defined and
regulated housing model that
prioritizes stability. It follows
a “housing first” approach,
providing housing without
preconditions such as sobriety or
employment.

“We can’t expect people to get
sober, find a job, or resolve legal
issues if they don’t have a safe
place to live,” Schlenske said.

YAKIMA VALLEY BUSINESS TIMES

Each unit provides a kitchen, sleeping space, ample storage and a
bathroom with tub all within 280 square feet.

Each resident pays no more
than 30% of their income in rent.
While some tenants are employed,

BARN MASTERS

DISTINCTIVE CUSTOM
POLE BUILDINGS

Barns - Shops - Garages « Quality Engineering
Custom Designs « Commercial Buildings - Quick Delivery

We also offer a full range of excavation and rock delivery services:
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(509) 457.3548 - barnmasters.com

1909 EKELMAN RD, YAKIMA

A NATIONAL COLLECTION SYSTEM

We're fair with every
consumer, but firm to
get you results.

Consider us your
collection department.

Tired of
Collecting
Bad
Deht?

248-1610 * 1-800-841-5873
2021 S. 3rd Ave., Yakima

others receive disability or SSI
benefits. Once housed, residents
connect with case managers who
help them develop life skills,
access treatment, and maintain
housing. The goal isn’t just to
get people indoors but to keep
them there.

Cottage Hill Place’s
thoughtful design came
directly from community input.
Originally envisioned as a
village of tiny homes, the plan
shifted after speaking with
people who had experienced
homelessness.

“They overwhelmingly
preferred row-style units with
shared walls,” Schlenske said. “Tt
felt safer, more connected, and
less exposed.”

The resulting one-story
units are each 280 square feet
and include a large bathroom
with a tub, a two-burner
cooktop, ample storage, and
a convection microwave that
also functions as an air fryer.

A central community building
includes laundry facilities, case
management offices, and a
kitchen for communal meals and
gatherings.

Since opening, Cottage Hill
Place has had a ripple effect on
its surrounding neighborhood
near Milroy Park. What was once
an area known for encampments
and public safety concerns is now
a safer, more welcoming space.

“We’ve seen kids back on the
playground and using restrooms
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that hadn’t been unlocked in
years now open and clean,”
Schlenske said.

Justice Housing Yakima is
already preparing for Cottage
Hill Place Phase Two, which will
add 20 more units on an adjacent
parcel of land.

“When it’s finished, we’ll have
36 units total,” Schlenske said.

“It’s still not enough — there
are over 600 people in Yakima
County are experiencing chronic
homelessness — but it’s a start.”

All tenant placements
come from Yakima County’s
Coordinated Entry list,
prioritizing individuals based
on vulnerability. There’s no
application process. The system
ensures that those most in need,
unsheltered people who have
disabilities or face compounded
challenges, are connected to
housing first.

While state and county
funding covers much of the
development and operational
costs, fundraising remains
essential.

“The reality is, the funding
rarely meets the full need,”
Schlenske explained. “But our
community partners and donors
are helping us fill in those gaps.”

Although the site is still
awaiting final landscaping due to
a soil remediation process with
the state Department of Ecology,
Schlenske said the future
is bright.

“We’ve had incredible support
from our neighbors after some
early skepticism,” she added.
“Once people see it, and meet
the residents, they understand
this isn’t about charity. It’s about
dignity, community, and smart
solutions.”

For more information
about Justice Housing Yakima
or to get involved, visit
justicehousingyakima.org.

“This is their home,” Schlenske
said. “And if they choose to stay
forever, that’s exactly what it
should be.”
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$800 PER MONTH

« Office/Shop for rent with great
location close to downtown Yakima

* Large 2-room office with
bathroom and utility sink

« 2-bay garage with large storage counter
* $800 per month plus utilities

For more information call
509.457.4886 — Ask for Dave

Or stop by the Business Times office:
416 S. 3rd Street, Yakima
Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm




